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with him, but he was very silent. He said,' Burnet's History of his own times is very entertaining1. The style, indeed, is mere chit-chat2. I do not believe that Burnet intentionally lyed; but he was so much prejudiced, that he took no pains to find out the truth. He was like a man who resolves to regulate his time by a certain watch; but will not inquire whether the watch is right or not3/
Though he was not disposed to talk, he was unwilling that I should leave him ; and when I looked at my watch, and told him it was twelve o'clock, he cried,' What's that to you and me ?' and ordered Frank to tell Mrs. Williams that we were coming to drink tea with her, which we did. It was settled that we should go to church together next day.
On the gth of April, being Good Friday, I breakfasted with him on tea and cross-buns4; Doctor Levet, as Frank called him, making the tea. He carried me with him to the church of St. Clement Danes, where he had his seat; and his behaviour was, as I had imaged to myself, solemnly
1  See Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 4,1773.
2  Rogers (Table-Talk, p. 88) said that 'Fox considered Burnet's style to be perfect.'
a Johnson (Works, vii. 96) quotes: ' Dalrymple's observation, who says "that whenever Burnet's narrations are examined, he appears to be mistaken."' Lord Bolingbroke (Works, iv. 151) wrote of party pamphlets and histories:—' Read them with suspicion, for they deserve to be suspected; pay no regard to the epithets given, nor to the judgments passed; neglect all declamation, weigh the reasoning, and advert to fact. With such precautions, even Burnet's history may be of some use.' Horace Walpole, noticing an attack on Burnet, says (Letters, vi. 487) :—' It shows his enemies are not angry at his telling falsehoods, but the truth___I will tell you what was said of his History by one whose testimony you yourself will not dispute. That confessor said, " Damn him, he has told a great deal of truth, but where the devil did he learn it ?" This was St. Atterbury's testimony.'
4 The cross-buns were for Boswell and Levet. Johnson recorded (Pr. andMed. p. 121) :—' On this whole day I took nothing of nourishment but one cup of tea without milk; but the fast was very inconvenient. Towards night I grew fretful and impatient, unable to fix my mind or govern my thoughts.'
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